Notice of Allowability 



Application No. 

10/089,493 



Examiner 

Ernest G. Therkorn 



Applicant(s) 

HOFMANN, MARTIN 



Art Unit 

1723 




All Cairns b^alTa^ correspondence egress-. 

herewith (or previously mailed) a Notice of Allowances I «S 2 «th EMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A «OT IWOT R >. ° r H ?5% a PP ro P n | at ^ mm «"^on will be mailed in due course. THIS 
of the Office or upon petrtion by the applicant Sel ,37 ^^FR T Slfatld MPE A'of " ' S * ^ * the initiatlVe 

1 . This communication is responsive to November 1 2004 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 33-42 and 63-68 

3. M The drawings filed on 16 July 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 119(a)-(d) or ff) 

a > □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). -uuniromme 
* Certified copies not received. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

° Pa C pe?Na^ *" ' ° mnX ° r in the ° ffice of 

Identifying indicia such as the application number fse*» 37 pfr 1 ch ni .u u 

each sheet. Rep.acemen, sheet^shou.d be SdTs fuchTn Ti^S2i2r72SSiSS , SSrir2 S ™ TSff ** ^ ° f 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deDosit of rioi nr\r ai iwiatcd.a. 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQuIrE^^ Note the 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08} 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. Interview Summary (PTO-413), 
Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . j 

Ernest G. Therkorn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1723 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 1 1192004 



Application/Control Number: 10/089,493 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1723 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 
Group I, claim(s) 33-42 and 63-66, drawn to a chromatographic separation process. 

Group II, claim(s) 43-62, drawn to a method of packing a column and a method of 
determining bed properties. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features. Accordingly, the special technical feature 
linking the inventions does not provide a contribution over the prior art, and no single 
inventive concept exists. Therefore, restriction is appropriate. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
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or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 

During a telephone conversation with Joseph J. Corso on November 19, 2004 an 
election was made to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 33-42 and 63-66. 
Claims 43-62 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claims 42-62, drawn to a non-elected invention, have been cancelled. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Joseph J. Corso on November 19, 2004. 

Prior to the first line of the first page of the specification, the following has been 
inserted: 

- - Reference to Relat ed Applications 
This application is a 371 of PCT/GB01/03403 filed July 30, 2001 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to E. Therkorn at 
telephone number (571 ) 272-1 149. The official fax number is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Ernest G. Therkorn 
Primary Examiner 
EGT Art Unit 1723 

November 19, 2004 



